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Space   portraits:   

  

Mercury   Blue   

  

This   series   of   photographs   is   inspired   by   vibrant   technicolor   hues.   These   are   things   I   

see   sometimes   on   a   daily   basis,   but   have   never   given   much   thought   to   except   for   

recently.   Quarantine   temporarily   locked   us   out   of   the   natural   world,   and   because   of   that   

it   made   me   value   it   more.   I   like   it   when   photographs   have   vibrant   colors   because   those   

seem   the   most   interesting   and   eye   catching.   I   wanted   to   explore   the   idea   of   

industrialization   in   nature,   or   the   mimicry   of   nature   by   technology.   One   of   the   examples   

is   the   fire   hydrant   next   to   this   green   goop.   Even   though   It   looks   unpleasant,   there   is   a   

balance   with   complimentary   colors,   the   red   fire   hydrant,   and   green   goop,   also   the   

camera   tilted   focusing   on   the   background   with   more   patches   of   green   creates   a   sense   

of   harmony.   

  

I   took   most   of   these   going   on   vacation   to   Long   Island   and   Key   Largo,   and   some   of   these   

were   taken   last   summer.   When   I   took   these   pictures   I   had   a   sense   of   adventure   in   me   

that   I   think   translated   really   wonderfully   into   the   pictures.   In   some   of   the   more   exposed   

pictures   of   fireworks   are   sparklers,   there   is   a   sense   of   movement   and   rhythm   along   with   

the   graininess   of   the   pictures   that   makes   it   look   somewhat   animated.   Another   image   

that   shows   extensive   use   of   design   principles   is   the   rip   through   time   picture   where   the   

frame   is   balanced   into   thirds,   with   a   crack   in   the   middle   and   space   in   the   upper   and   

lower   thirds.   Also   when   I   took   this   I   raised   the   exposure   to   add   movement,   so   it   would   

look   like   it's   popping   out   through   the   photo.   In   the   Industrial   photo   with   the   street   lamps   

there   is   a   use   of   emphasis   on   the   lights,   to   make   your   eye   focus   on   the   light   sources,   

then   pattern   is   used   in   the   cherry   blossom   trees   and   the   orange   fencepost   behind   it,   to   

give   it   a   sense   of   repetition   and   balance.     



  

I   named   this   Mercury   Blue   because   mercury   is   used   in   neon   signs   to   give   it   a   vibrant   

hue   which   I   felt   was   reflected   in   some   of   these   pictures.   One   of   my   favorite   

photographers   is   Greg   Girard   who   is   famous   for   taking   pictures   of   the   Kowloon   walled   

city.   I   really   loved   how   he   mixed   what   would   seem   mundane   tight   quarters   with   bright   

neon   colors   that   added   intrigue.   There   is   this   beautiful   dystopianism   in   his   work   that   I  

wanted   to   capture   when   I   was   taking   pictures   in   my   neighborhood.   His   work   has   

affected   mine   in   terms   of   what   I   find   to   be   interesting,   I   like   how   he   puts   together   a   

composition   of   everyday   things   that   we   might   see,   but   adding   this   layer   of   fantasy   and   

bright   colors   to   make   the   mundane   stick   out.   I   really   wanted   to   create   photographs   that   

someone   might   be   able   to   immerse   themselves   in,   and   picture   being   there.   I   don’t   want   

there   to   be   any   implied   meaning,   but   only   what   is   there   in   front   of   you.   For   all   of   these   

pictures   I   ended   up   using   my   iPhone,   which   I   think   is   great   because   technology   allows   

all   of   us   to   be   photographers   with   just   the   tap   of   a   finger.   The   way   I   edited   these   was   on   

my   phone   mostly   using   the   settings   available   in   apple’s   photo   editing   software.   The   

other   way   was   using   vsco   which   is   an   editing   app   in   the   Itunes   store,   and   using  

Instagram   Color   shadows   and   highlights   to   adjust   different   accentuated   hues.   I   didn't   

get   to   edit   these   using   photoshop,   but   I   do   have   the   free   version   for   it   on   my   phone.   

Thank   you   and   I   hope   you   enjoy   these!   

  


