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What is Value, Form, Shape and Line? 
- Form: Form is related to being a shape, but when something 

has form, it is always a 3D object. An object of form can be 
geometric or organic too like a glass of wine, a bottle cap 
and a triangular prism just like the qualities of a shape.

- Value: When we add value to art, value is another word for 
shading. Shading applies adding the amount of light and 
dark colors to a picture. Dark values mean you have the 
darkest colors on where the form or picture has a dark tone. 
Light values are the highlights or the lightest points in the 
form or shape. 

- Shape: Shape is a type of line that has enclosed space/area. 
Geometric shapes are normal precise shapes as a circle, 
rhombus or square. Organic shapes are natural forms like 
leaves, dogs and people.

- Line: Lines begin as a small mark and are dragged in 
different directions that can create pathways, shapes and 
many more items. Lines can be on going, at different 
lengths, sizes, directions and can stop anywhere which is 
known as an implied line. 



Alondra S. B

    Form: I used form in multiple places in my piece. This includes in 
the lamp, the mug, and the wall, mostly because there are clear places 
where you can see or imagine the item being 3D.

    Value: I used value all over my piece, this including every dark shade 
that I tried to contrast with light shades, all related to the very way 
that the piece itself looks.

    Shape: I used shape in every subject in the artwork. There are 
geometric shapes (the lamp, the mug, and the books) and there are 
organic shapes as well (the plant on the left, as well as the roses which 
you can’t really see ‘cause of the image quality.)

    Line: I used line not only for the shading but for the texture of my 
objects as well. This can be seen in nearly everything in my piece, 
from the wall behind the centerpiece to the stones near the front.

I was not present for the day we were critiquing each other’s artwork, 
and therefore cannot include comments for how that helped me.



Evelyn P.  Media: Graphite/ Pencil

Line: In order to make my still life as accurate as it could be I used lines to create a 
graph to know where to place the objects. Additionally, when I first started I was 
just using lines in order to map out the objects and how big they were going to be. 

Shape: I used shape when I first began my project and just needed to outline the 
objects and their shape. 

Form: All of the objects drawn in my art use form because I have used shading in 
order to make them 3d. For example, the apple I drew is not a shape anymore 
because I added shading to make it look 3d, using form. 

Value: In order to give a 3d look to my objects and create perspective I used value, 
lights and darks, to show what was up close, what was far, and where the light 
source was. 

Critique: I was given the critique to darken the surface my objects were on, add 
shading. I did not do this, on purpose. I believe that adding a mostly white surface 
for my objects to lay on gives them a pop and adds to the art work. If I made the 
background darker than I did, I feel as if the objects could have been lost in it and 
they wouldn't have been more significant than the desk they were on. I don't feel 
like this has caused me to lose the sense of perspective and to me at least I don't 
think adding shading to the desk would have done anything but taken away from 
attention to the main objects of the still life.



Kayla Media: Pencil/Graphite

Line:   I’ve used lines in various forms to map out grids 
that helped my drawing look closer to my reference 
picture. I’ve also used lines to give detail my art.
Shape: I have shapes used in my work such as a cubes, 
cylinders, and spheres. I’ve used lines to enclose the space. 
Form:  I used form in my artwork by using shape and 
value. I have organic objects like the orange and water 
bottle.
Value:  I added value by creating light and dark tones 
throughout my drawing. While using light and darker 
values I created a 3D effect.
Critique:  I’ve gotten critique on my shading and have 
used it to improve certain areas that i’m now more happier 
with.



Valeria R.  Fruit Among The Books  
Media: Graphite/Pencil and Charcoal Paper

Shape: In the boxes of a graph I  had first created, I began to use lines and curves to 
create different types of shapes in the boxes such as semicircles, rectangles, ovals and 
squares.

Value:  In order to make image realistic, I had to add shading to transform a 2D shape 
into a 3D shape. For darker shades of the picture I added force when I began drawing 
with a pencil. For lighter shades, I pressed delicately or softly on the pencil. Then I 
blended the values together to add shading and more detail.

Line: I had first created a graph to work on my still life in order to build together the 
different pieces of the image as carefully and realistically as possible. 

Form: To make the form I had to add shape + value together since with the shape 
created, when you value on the lines/edges of the shape to the form begins to come out 
since the shading is able to add a pop up to the different objects.

Critique: With critique, it helps me to see what I am doing right and what I can improve 
on whether it’s a poem or a book or a piece of art. One of my critique’s were to try and 
improve my shading and adding more value in my art. I saw once I began to add more 
value, the more realistic and life like the books and the fruit were and they began to 
pop out more in the piece.
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