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Celebrity of choice: Issa Rae



The cause I chose was women in the Black Lives Matter movement. The celebrity I chose 
was Issa Rae, an actress best known from her YouTube web series Awkward Black Girl and  
Insecure on HBO. Black Lives Matter is a movement, ideology, and affirmation,(created by 
black women), to amplifying the voices of black people while fighting racism and oppression. 
The Black Lives Matter group creates a space for all black people, including those in the 
LGBTQ community, and black women. 

Police brutality is an ongoing issue, and the recent murder of Breonna Taylor (among 
many others) ,has sparked the BLM movement once again. In instances of police brutality, 
those involving black women are less likely to get media coverage, outrage, or support for 
justice. Too often, black women in the media are often a diversity ploy, ignored, secondary 
characters to enhance the main character, or portrayed as loud , sexualized and  “ghetto".  
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Artist Statement: 

My design focused on the black lives matter movement and the power of black women in that movement 
and overall. My inspiration for this project was Issa Rae’s book, The Mis- Adventures of Awkward Black Girl and 
old series Awkward Black Girl . In the web series, the main character J is an awkward black woman, navigating 
love, friendships and her office job. This show portrays black women in a positive light, while emphasizing how 
black women can be awkward, confused, or shy. In a world where the “awkward black girl” is outcasted, she 
defies the stereotype that all black women are loud, or angry. In many movies, black women are the side 
characters that are only there to be funny, or be the friend of the white main character. Sometimes black women 
are only in the media as a diversity ploy, so that people can say it’s diverse. This is why I included the “ABG” 
necklace, since its something many shy black women relate too and rarely see representation of. 

Issa’s style is very fluid, so I wanted to incorporate pants but have some element of it be flowy since red 
carpet looks typically include grand flowy dresses. My original idea was a nude brown look but the black lives 
matter logo is black and yellow, which in my opinion would clash. So I shifted to a black design because it fit 
with the logo and relates to the riots that have been happening. I wanted a deep v-neckline, because it would 
draw your eyes to the middle, right to the black power fists. 

My struggle with this project was finding a way to connect to the BLM movement and women, besides the 
power fists. At first, I didn't want to include words, but words can be powerful, so I decided to list the 
stereotypes of black women versus the traits that women actually are. I put them on separate pant legs 
because they shouldn’t be associated, and have created a damaging narrative. On the left leg, it says “deviant, 
sexual, defiant, too loud, angry, and strong” but on the right it says “ queen, smart, powerful, beautiful and 
strong.” Strong is on the left and the right because the narrative that black women are so strong is uplifting, but 
damaging as well because it implies that black women don’t feel pain, and that they can take anything. This 
contributes to how the trauma black women face is ignored and society is desensitized to it. 

- Kayla McCullum


