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ResearchThe celebrity I chose was Meghan Markle, the Duchess of 

Sussex and a former American actress.

The cause I chose was girls’ education because there are less 

females in school than males, placing girls at a disadvantage 

with less hope and opportunities for their future.

1. Gender bias, child labor, early marriage, conflict/war, 

cost, and poor quality are reasons girls don't receive a 

full education.

2. Across the entire world, there are 132 million girls out of 

school.

3. Increased rates of girls education decreases rates of 

maternal mortality, child mortality, and child 

marriage.
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Artist Statement
My Red Carpet Fashion Illustration focuses on the social issue of girls’ education. Around the world, there are 132 

million girls that are not in school. The gap between genders in education is due to gender bias, child labor, early marriage, 

conflict/war, cost, and poor quality of the school buildings themselves. An increase in rates of girls’ education would 

decrease rates of maternal mortality, child mortality, and child marriage because of the focus on education. The lack of 

equality in education around the world is something that should be fought against and that people should be made aware 

of as I intended to do through this illustration. The celebrity I chose to wear this design was Meghan Markle, a former 

American actress and the Duchess of Sussex upon her marriage into the English royal family. Even before becoming a 

Duchess, Markle raised awareness about the disparity with girls’ education as she visited schools in Rwanda as a global 

ambassador for World Vision, an international charity for children.  Especially at an event that will receive high levels of 

publicity, social issues should be brought to the forefront because disadvantaged people deserve advocates, equity, 

equality, and the opportunities that a good education will provide them.



Artist Statement Continued
Initially, we created mood boards for our illustrations; I decided to title my project “132 Million” and include photos from 

the UNICEF website for gender parity in education. Next, I printed a photo of Meghan Markle and used figure analysis to draft a 

croquis on tracing paper of her exact pose. On the tracing paper, I designed a dress, testing colors and patterns on other smaller 

pieces of paper as my thumbnail sketches. I then traced the full croquis and dress design onto 11” by 14” paper and began to shade 

areas of the face, neck, and hands with a skin-toned alcohol marker. I started with the darkest areas, layering color over the 

initial shading until the entirety of the skin was filled in. I then used a dark blue watercolor marker to shade and completely 

render the bodice, sleeves, and inner parts of the pleats in the skirt. I used a lighter blue alcohol marker to do the same to the 

outer portions of the pleats. Blue was the ideal color for this garment because of the association between the color and education, 

as well as school uniforms often being blue. I then used a ruler to mark lines in pencil for the print on the pleats. The print is 

based on a specific pre-printed lined paper that schools use to teach young children how to write the alphabet. I utilized gel pens 

in red and two different shades of blue to complete the print of lines and dashes. Next, I used a black alcohol marker to render 

the hair, a micron pen to outline the features of the face and the clothing, and the fashion illustration was then completed. 



Artist Statement Continued
Overall, I believe that my Red Carpet Fashion Illustration was successful because it conveyed the message about the 

social issue and I feel that I have improved on creating fashion illustrations. Through the print, color, and celebrity chosen I 

feel that if my design was worn on the red carpet it would communicate the message about girls’ education and be food for 

thought for people who see photos of it. I also believe that I have improved upon my skills since the last project we 

completed in this class. Drawing croquis is generally difficult, however, it became easier over time with drawing for this 

project. If I was to complete this project again I would include more accessories such as a purse with a QR code (an image 

that on certain devices if seen by the camera application would take the viewer to a link or website) in order to bring 

onlookers to a website with information about the social issue and perhaps a place to donate to a cause. It is imperative that 

the message about girls’ education and the inequalities females are faced with around the world is spread and talked 

about, which I believe was done through this fashion illustration.


