
Liberty High School 
 

 
 

 

Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2019 
  
Unit: 
 
Class: 

Visual Literacy, The Elements & Principles of Design in Photography 
 
Photography, Mixed Grades 

● Mini lesson focuses on identifying and understanding the elements of art 
through photography. Today’s focus are shapes. 

  
Driving 
Question: 
(AIM / Unit 
Essential 
Question) 
 
SWBAT: 
(AIM) 

How can we learn to enhance our ability to read and analyze images by identifying 
shapes? 
 
 
 
 
CO (Content Objective): Look at images, identify and analyze them using the 
language of art and photography. Students will use their observation skills and 
strategies to interpret visual media. 
 
LO (Language Objective): Write a sentence or two that describes the image(s) using 
the vocabulary words. 
 

  
Do Now: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection: 

Observational Activity > Connecting prior knowledge > open ended questions to 
prompt conversation 

● What do you see? What is going on in this picture? What do you see that 
makes you say that? What more can you find? (5-8 minutes) 
 

Students (S) will enter the classroom, sit down quietly, take out their notebooks and 
writing materials. 
 
Students will look at an image, identify the elements of art within the image.  

○ Students will make social, artistic, and practical assumptions about the 
image while examining it.  

 
Today’s ‘do now’ provides students with an opportunity to engage with the language 
of photography. This builds confidence and allows students to share their ideas and 
perception of the world around them through images in their own words. 

  
Agenda: 
- Mini lesson 
 
 

PPT Presentation and/or hardcopy examples of images. S take notes in their 
notebooks and class discussion  
 

https://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/an-intro-to-line-shape-and-form-in-photography/


 
 

 

Worksheet: 
To be collected 
 
 
During ‘Do Now’ 
Speak aloud 
 
 
 
 
 
VOCABULARY: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During ‘PPT’ 
Speak aloud 
HOTQ: 

(1) Mini Lesson (8-10 minutes) 
(a) Do Now: Look at an image and have an informal discussion about what 

the students see using the language of photography.  
■ PPT Higher Order Thinking Questions (HOTQ); 

1) What makes an image interesting? 
2) How would you use an image to share a feeling or 

explain an idea? 
a) IDEAS: Sentence Starters... 

i) “The shapes I see are___” 
ii) “I think this image has ___ because ___” 

(b) Vocabulary: 
■ Composition in photography refers to the way items within the 

frame are arranged. 
■ Shape is a closed shape. 
■ Man-made shapes are shapes created by man or manufactured 

in a factory. For example, toys, cars, books, etc. 
■ Organic shapes are shapes found in nature or from the natural 

world. For example, humans, plants, animals, etc. 
 

(c) Review: Class Rules & Expectations: 
■ One Mic 
■ Respect your classmates 
■ Always do your best! 

 
(d) VIDEO: Introduction to Shapes,Video, Elements of Art: Shape | KQED Arts 

(3:31) 
 

(2) I Do - We Do - You Do (10-15 minutes) 
I Do - Teacher Models 

● T will discuss and demonstrate shapes in images during the 
PPT and will explain for the worksheet 

You do - Guided Practice  
● Teacher will ask students during PPT,  

● What do you see? 
● What do you notice is going on in these images? 
● How would you describe the work? 

○ S will reflect on the image using the language of 
art and photography, pulling on the elements of 
photography, activating prior knowledge 

We do - Group activity 
● Students will choose small group members (2-4) for peer to peer 

conversation about the image, sharing their thoughts and 
practicing their language skills related to viewing the images.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJzGkZwkHt4&t=12s
https://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/an-intro-to-line-shape-and-form-in-photography/


 
 

 

● S may use their cell phones/computers to create or locate an 
image that represents their ideas of shapes. 

○ S will explain, in their own words, how their image 
is an example of shapes. 

○ How would they compare image examples  
○ What differences exist between image examples 
○ Include group rubric/checklist in worksheet 

(3) Review notes & Peer to Peer share-outs (reflections, critique, & email image - 
if possible) (8-10 minutes) 

 
● Wrap-up and/or Exit Ticket: 

○ Answer the Driving Question 
■ T recaps with short class discussion, 

● We learned how important lines are to creating 
dynamic images.  

■ S reflect on their individual/group experience, 
peer-to-peer, in their own words, (comprehension) 

● Homework and/or Extra Credit -  
○ Research an image and/or photographer whose work you 

admire, bring in 1 - 3 sample images.  
■ Share your findings with the class.  

○ Use the language of photography to analyze and/or critique the 
image(s). 

■ What do you see? 
■ What is going on in this image? 

 
  
NYS 
Standard(s): 

NYS 1-4 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/arts/standards/home.html 

NYC Blueprint  

  
Common Core 
Standard(s): 

National Core Arts Standards – Creating, Producing, Responding, Connecting 
Visual Arts Standards 1-4 
http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/ 
 
New York Learning Standards for the Arts 1-4 
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/arts/pub/artlearn.pdf 
 

  
  

https://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/an-intro-to-line-shape-and-form-in-photography/
https://www.picturecorrect.com/tips/an-intro-to-line-shape-and-form-in-photography/
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/arts/standards/home.html
http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/arts/pub/artlearn.pdf


 
 

 

  
Context: 
- What are 
students doing? 
- Why are they 
doing it? 
- Essential / 
driving 
questions 
 

● Students will enter the room and begin to work on the do now prompt. This 
activity will act as a refresher.  

● Scaffolds are in place for struggling learners * see differentiation section  
● Students may partake in daily reading aloud of ‘do now’ activity in order to 

build auditory memory and develop language use.  
○ While the students lead (when possible) and complete this activity 

teacher will be circulating to (when applicable, checking notebooks) 
ensure students have materials out and ready for the lesson.  

● Students and/or T will read aloud driving question and/or learning intentions 
for the day in order to give the mini lesson a purpose  

 
  
Differentiation: 
- Differentiating 
content, 
- Flexible groups 
 
 

● Speak slowly for ELL students, check often for understanding, 
● Students with IEPs will be given the appropriate amount of time necessary for 

any projects, exams, quizzes or any other necessary work. 
● Use phone apps to translate words and phrases into multiple languages when 

needed. (Spanish, French, Arabic) 
● Students have access to blog with class notes and information 
● The SMART Board will be used to aid visual learners with the lesson. 
● Images/videos/presentation, in English with subtitles, when available. 
● Class discussion will be used to aid the audio learners with the lesson. 
● When needed/possible worksheets / graphic organizers will be used to aid the 

kinesthetic learners as well as support S in writing and speaking. 
● When needed/possible read instructions aloud for students as well as have 

students read aloud. 
● Frequent Check-ins when completing independent work. 
● T will ask S to repeat directions to make sure they understand the task. 
● Provide Repeated instruction/direction when completing certain activities.  

  
Materials: (1) Worksheet and/or notebook 

(2) Computer and SmartBoard 

(3) Poster paper, or plain white paper 

(4) Cell Phones and/or camera 

(6) Independent Practice and/or Extra Credit/HW 

  
Assessment: 
How will you 
know  
what the 
students  

Formative: Observations, questioning and discussions, classroom polls, 
think-pair-share, exit ticket/notebook/worksheet  
 
Summative: End of unit/term/project/exam, when applicable 

https://digitalmindsphotography.com/


 
 

 
Reference: 

● https://luminous-landscape.com/elements-principles-design/ 
● VTS strategy 
● https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/02/27/10-intriguing-photographs-to-teach-close-readin

g-and-visual-thinking-skills/ 
● Visual Literacy 
● Common Core in Action: 10 Visual Literacy Strategies 
● https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/photo.html 
● http://www.phototeachers.net/ 
● https://www.garinhorner.com/composition 
● https://www.mdc.edu/sailearn/documents/4.1%20Rubric%20Workshop%20Handout-Mary%20

Allen.pdf 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

have learned? 
 
  
Extension 
 
Activities/HW: 
What will 
happen  
in subsequent  
lessons? 
 

1. Small groups may work together to identify and discuss images 
2. S will reflection and explain; 

a. The thought process behind the image, 
b. Describe the element of art used 

3. S will share work with the class 
4. S will give constructive criticism to other groups 

 

Teacher Reflections: 
 
KISS - keep it simple students! Less is more, keep lighting out of it as an element - unless there is 
more time! 
 
Introduce cold calling techniques for shy students 
 

https://luminous-landscape.com/elements-principles-design/
http://teachers.mam.org/collection/teaching-with-art/visual-thinking-strategies-vts/
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/02/27/10-intriguing-photographs-to-teach-close-reading-and-visual-thinking-skills/
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/02/27/10-intriguing-photographs-to-teach-close-reading-and-visual-thinking-skills/
https://id.iste.org/docs/excerpts/MEDLIT-excerpt.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/ccia-10-visual-literacy-strategies-todd-finley
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/photo.html
http://www.phototeachers.net/
https://www.garinhorner.com/composition
https://www.mdc.edu/sailearn/documents/4.1%20Rubric%20Workshop%20Handout-Mary%20Allen.pdf
https://www.mdc.edu/sailearn/documents/4.1%20Rubric%20Workshop%20Handout-Mary%20Allen.pdf

