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ELA Extra Credit Photography Project Options
Students may choose a photography project for extra credit. The 
portrait projects encourage students to explore everyday objects, 
people, and places from different perspectives and to reflect on their 
identity and place in the world. The projects will be graded using a 
basic rubric.

● The Self Portrait Project
● The Portrait Project
● The Collage Portrait
● Portrait of a Space

https://digitalmindsphotography.com/course-materials-2/rubric-for-grading-artwork/


Photographic portrait Projects
Time Frame Estimate 

● 2-4 weeks per project.

Students will be required to;

● Photograph a minimum of twenty images, 
● Write a reflective artist statement,
● Edit their work using Adobe Photoshop Express or Photopea.com
● Present a unified series of images that tells a story.

Link to Inspirational Articles for Portraits During The 2020 Pandemic

https://digitalmindsphotography.com/course-materials-2/lessons/writing-an-artist-statement/
https://www.adobe.com/products/photoshop-express.html
https://www.photopea.com/
https://digitalmindsphotography.com/2020/05/09/inspirational-articles-for-portraits-during-this-pandemic/


Photographic portrait Projects
The Self Portrait Project
● Students will design and create a visual representation of 

themselves. Students may reflect on a difficult time in their lives 
when they had to overcome adversity or concentrate on how the 
current global pandemic has changed their lives. Students will use 
photography and text, in the form of an artist statement and/or 
journal style entries, to represent their experience. 

Inspired by 
● Understanding self through portraiture
● Hiding in Plain Sight

https://wordpress.com/page/digitalmindsphotography.com/500
https://unitedphotoindustries.com/education/resources/understanding-self-through-portraiture/
https://unitedphotoindustries.com/education/resources/hidinginplainsight/


Photographic portrait Projects
The Portrait Project
● Design and create a portrait of an individual. The Portrait Project 

allows students to communicate a specific idea, individual style, 
and produce interesting graphic images. 

Inspired by 
● Forming identity through portraiture
● Hiding in Plain Sight
● Developing Self

https://unitedphotoindustries.com/education/resources/forming-your-identity-through-portraiture/
https://unitedphotoindustries.com/education/resources/hidinginplainsight/
https://unitedphotoindustries.com/education/resources/developingself/


Photographic portrait Projects
The Collage Portrait
● Design and create a collage portrait of an individual or self using a 

variety of materials.

Inspired by
● Self Imagination through Self Portraiture
● The Composite Portrait Project – “Who Am I”
● The work of LEBOHANG KGANYE

https://unitedphotoindustries.com/education/resources/self-imagination-through-self-portraiture/
https://digitalmindsphotography.com/photo-projects/portrait-unit-projects/who-am-i-project/
https://www.lebohangkganye.co.za/


Photographic portrait Projects
Portrait of a Space
● Design and create a portrait of a space. Students will consider how 

to tell the larger story about their lives / family / community over a 
period of time by documenting their shared and individual spaces. 
They will also reflect on how the various parts represent a whole.

Inspired by 
● Spaces and Places
● The Story of Space 

https://unitedphotoindustries.com/education/resources/portrait-of-a-space/
https://unitedphotoindustries.com/education/resources/spacesandplaces/
https://unitedphotoindustries.com/education/resources/the-story-of-a-space/


What is a photographic portrait?
● Simply stated, a portrait is a photograph that represents an 

individual.

● It consists of a relationship between the person taking the 

photograph and the person being photographed. 

“A photographic portrait is a picture of someone who knows he is 

being photographed, and what he does with this knowledge is as 

much a part of the photograph as what he’s wearing or how he 

looks.” - Richard Avedon

https://www.avedonfoundation.org/


What is contemporary photography?
“The photographic portrait of today is often a highly constructed artifice 

whose intent and purpose is to comment on the status of the individual 

and community in contemporary society (rather than to catch a glimpse of 

who the subject really is) and to challenge or trick the viewer into looking 

deeper into issues of identity, with those portrayed serving as ciphers for 

the photographer’s point of view. “ 

- Excerpt from The Truth is Not in the Mirror

https://galleries.illinoisstate.edu/exhibitions/2011/truth-photography/


What are some types of photographic portraits?
● Self portraiture, a carefully 

composed photographic portrait of 

the artist created by the artist. 

● Space as a portrait, photographing a 

space to represent an individual, 

community, or artistic concept. 

○ An empty space draws attention to 

architecture and elements, both 

present and missing, in a space to 

tell a story.

● Formal studio or 

environmental portraits, 

where a person sits for a 

photographer.

● Candid, where people 

may not be aware they 

are being photographed, 

for example, street 

photography.



What is the difference between a Selfie & a Self Portrait? 
The difference is intent. According to art critic Annelisa Stephan.

“Self-portraits are created to be read as art, are displayed in museums or 

galleries, and we are granted permission to view them as texts, functioning 

independently from the intent of the artist.

Selfies are borne of vernacular photography practices and are brought into 

museums and galleries by visitors. It is perilous to read selfies in the same 

way as art, to ignore the context of their social interaction and the intent of 

the selfie-taker.” - Getty Article

https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/author/astephan/
https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/whats-the-difference-between-a-selfie-and-a-self-portrait/


Studio Portraits

Uma Thurman by Mark Seliger
Author Toni Morrison by 
Richard Avedon

https://markseliger.com/
https://www.avedonfoundation.org/


Environmental Portraits
Environmental portraits share an idea about 

a person by combining portraiture with a 

sense of place or space in which they live 

and/or work.



Environmental Portraits
Philip Glass by Annie Leibovitz

Pablo Picasso by Arnold Newman

https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/annie_leibovitz/
https://arnoldnewman.com/


Candid or Street Photography

Candid photos can be 
conceptual, 
pattern-oriented, or 
surreal. 

Candid or street 
photography may also 
represent a location, a 
space in time, or the 
absence of someone or 
something from that 
space.

https://expertphotography.com/surreal-photography-12-examples/


Self Portraiture

Jonathan Saunders 
by Jonathan Saunders 

Cindy Sherman 
by Cindy Sherman

https://work.iliketotellstories.com/
https://www.moma.org/artists/5392


Posing for Self-Portraits
Professional Models Teach You How to Pose for Self-Portraits

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTq_syWSeSI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTq_syWSeSI


     Composition Tips for Better Photo
              Composition Tips for Better Photos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VArISvUuyr0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VArISvUuyr0





