
The Elements of Art

Through 
Photography



Class Rules & Expectations

■ One Mic 
● Raise your hand so everyone gets a chance to speak!

■ Respect your classmates
■ Always do your best!



The Language of Art

● Art is a form of nonverbal communication. 

● Communicating ideas drives our human connections. 

● Each art form has a distinct set of words that relate to their artistic 
practice.  

● Having a common language when speaking of art is key to successful 
communication both from an artist perspective and as well as that of 
the viewer. 

● The Elements and Principles of Art can be considered a foundation 
from which we can speak in general terms regarding all art forms.



Elements of Art

● The elements of art are the “building block” of design.  

● All good design will have one or more of these elements; 

○ line, color, shape, form, texture, space, & value.
● The following presentation will show images that contain the elements 

of art within the medium of photography.  
○ Other art methods, such as animation, painting, fashion, and sculpture also incorporate 

the elements of art.

● Video from MODA.

https://mopa.org/educate/its-elemental-an-introduction-to-elements-of-art/


Line

● A line is one-dimensional make 
made by a moving point. 

● It can vary in width, direction, and 
length. 

● Lines can be obvious or subtle 
and define the edges of a form. 

● Lines can be horizontal, vertical, 
or diagonal, straight or curved, 
zig-zag, thick, thin, etc.. 

● Lines lead your eye around the 
composition.

● In photography we say, “lines that 
lead the eye”.

Alfred Steiglitz, The Steerage, 1907



Color

● Colors affect how we see the 
world and read it. 

● We need light to see color.
● The artistic term for color is 

HUE. 
● The intensity of a HUE refers to 

how bright or dull it is.  
● Colors can also be described as 

warm (red, yellow), or cool 
(blue, green).

● Monochromatic- one color 
plus its tints (adding white) and 
shades (adding black).

● Complimentary Colors- colors 
opposite each other on the 
color wheel. (ex. Green & Red).

Sandy Skoglund, Revenge of the Goldfish, 1981

https://www.canva.com/colors/color-wheel/


Shape

● Shape is a contained 
area used to create a 
sense of space. 

● Shape is 2-dimensional, 
with a height and 
width.  

● Organic Shape: a 
shape made by nature 
such as an apple, plant, 
human, etc.

● Inorganic Shape: 
man-made- such as 
triangles, square, 
rectangle, etc..

Laszlo Moholy-Nagy, Photogram, 1924



Form

● Forms are 
3-dimensional, has 
height, width, and 
depth.  
○ Sphere

● Photographers  
emphasize form in 
2-dimensional images 
by using highlights 
and shadows. 

Ansel Adams, Mount Williamson- Clearing Storm, 1944



Texture

● Texture is the surface quality 
of an object. 

● All objects have a physical 
texture (rough, smooth, sharp, 
hard, etc.)  

● We sense through touch and 
use our memory to recall how 
an object may feel.  Texture 
may evoke an emotional 
response and adds interest to 
an image.

● In a two dimensional work, 
texture gives a visual sense of 
how an object depicted would 
feel in real life if touched. Kelly Clark, Tiger Cat!, 2005



Space

● Real space is three 
dimensional.  

● Space in a work of art refers 
to a feeling of depth and 
dimension.  It can also refer 
to an artist’s use of the area 
around the picture plane.  

● Positive Space- The space 
occupied by the primary 
object or subject.

● Negative Space- The space 
around the primary object 
or subject.

● Foreground (closest area), 
● Middle Ground,
● Background (farthest) Josef Koudelka, Czechoslovakia, 1968



Value

● Value refers to the 
lightness or darkness of 
a surface.  

● Value is frequently used 
when talking about 
shading, but is also 
important in the study 
of color.

● Value gives the viewer a 
sense of drama, impact, 
timelessness. 

Edward Weston, Pepper, 1930


