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The aim of this lesson is to help students understand the purpose and function of a 
storyboard, also known as a shotlist. As usual, I greet my students as they enter and 
refer them to the board as they take their seats.  The aim is on the board along with  
a short "do now" or motivational assignment to warm them up.  Once the late bell 
rings, I quickly check on the do now (a review of the five photo essay tips) and go 
directly into the lesson.  I ask the students to read the aim aloud and ask for a 
volunteer to answer it.  I project the definition and move into a sample storyboard.  
We discuss what a storyboard should contain and the reason artists and filmmakers 
use them.  The materials are discussed and I provide  links to several online 
resources for creating digital storyboards.  Students are also encouraged to research 
google images for reference or to use original images as they create a template.  
Digital projects are shared while handmade projects need to be scanned then 
shared via google drive. 
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There is no wrong way to make a storyboard.  The lesson continues with a review of 
the language of storyboards.  Visual example are shown to students including; close-
up shot (CU); extreme close-up (ECU); dissolve; fade; high camera angle; low camera 
angle; jump-cut; level camera angle; long shot or wide shot; pan; POV (point-of-
view); reaction shot; tilt; and zoom.  We discuss these terms in detail with visual 
examples. Links are provided as reference for multiple versions of storyboard 
templates and camera shots. The class assignment is to begin to choose a template 
and beging to sketch out their idea for their photo essay.  Alternative ideas are 
provided for students who are struggling with a concept.  Deadlines are given. 
Students are requested to research three articles related to the subject matter they 
have chosen for their essay to help them gather a greater understanding of their 
subject.  Five minutes before the end of class we review the aim.


